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 Dear   Northfield   families,   
 
We   are   writing   to   let   you   know   about   a   change   of   procedure   for   Northfield   Middle   School   students.  
As   a   Middle   School,   we   have   a   strict   “no   personal   electronic   devices”   protocol   during   class   time   as   we  
want   to   avoid   the   detriment   that   smartphones   have   on   the   educational   environment.    This   year   we   have  
still   seen   students   bring   up   issues   of   cyberbullying   and   negative   digital   citizenship.   
  
Some   of   the   main   sites   that   our   students   are   using   on   their   smartphones   are   Snapchat,   Tik   Tok,  
Instagram,   and   Google   Hangout,   among   others.   These   sites   allow   students   to   interact   with   each   other,  
sometimes   anonymously   and   often   in   a   destructive   or   sexual   manner.     The   impact   of   these   devices   on  
the   educational   climate   is   grave   and   is   counterproductive   to   education.   
 
As   a   result   of   these   concerns,   Northfield   Middle   School   (grades   6,   7,   and   8)   will   not   allow  
students   to   use   their   cell   phone   in   any   way   while   they   are   in   the   school   building,   8:10   A.M.   -   2:50  
P.M.   
 
If   a   student   is   using   a   cell   phone   at   any   point   in   the   day,   the   following   procedure   will   be   followed:   

1. The   student   will   be   informed   by   a   staff   member   that   their   device   will   be   locked   in   the   main  
office.    A   staff   member   will   bring   the   phone   to   the   office   where   it   will   be   locked   in   a   cell   phone  
case   until   the   student   retrieves   the   phone   after   2:50   P.M.   

2. If,   after   a   cell   phone   violation,    a   student   refuses   to   give   their   phone   to   a   staff   member,   the  
student   will   then   be   considered   non-compliant.   Non-compliance   is   a   disciplinary   issue   and   will  
be   dealt   with   according   to   the   NMHS   policy.   

3. Repeat   offenders   will   need   to   have   a   parent   meeting   with   the   administration   and   team.   
 

We   would   like   to   encourage   you   to   have   a   conversation   with   your   student   regarding   their   use   of   social  
media.    Even   if   your   child   does   not   have   a   smartphone,   this   is   something   that   impacts   virtually   every  
student.   Please   see   the   following   page   for   some   resources   about   teens   and   cell   phone   use.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Lee   Ann   Monroe   
Principal   
 

Lee			Ann			Monroe,				Principal		
lmonroe@cvsu.org		

	

mailto:lmonroe@cvsu.org


  
 You			can			check			out			these			sites,			or			do			some			research			of			your			own			to			learn			more			about			teens		
and			cell			phone			use.			
	
There’s   a   Cell   Phone   in   Your   Student’s   Head  
https://www.edutopia.org/video/theres-cell-phone-your-students-head  
 
New   Report   Finds   Teens   Feel   Addicted   to   Their   Phones,   Causing   Tension   at   Home  
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/about-us/news/press-releases/new-report-finds-teens-feel-addicte 
d-to-their-phones-causing-tension-at  
 
Brain   Drain:   The   Mere   Presence   of   One’s   Own   Smartphone   Reduces   Available   Cognitive   Capacity  
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/full/10.1086/691462  
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